CHAFTER  ONE
REBIRTH OF THE PIANO

Y ] f ^HINGS in life are not real so long as we are not
I conscious of them. Had Paderewski's political career
JL come to an end at the moment when he became
conscious of the fact that it offered no further possibilities ?
Riond Bosson had opened its peaceful gates, and once more
Paderewski's life was bounded by the shores of the Lake of
Geneva. The end of his Premiership had not meant the end
of his personal sacrifices for the cause of Poland. He was
deeply disappointed by the way he had been treated in Poland;
he had been planning a number of reforms for Poland which
he had no hope of ever realizing, and he was conscious both
of the magnitude of his own devotion and of the comparative
pettiness of his success while actually in Poland. Nothing
hurt him more than the way Mme Paderewska had been
slandered in Warsaw ; but personal disappointments were
not allowed to govern his actions. He consented to become
Poland's first delegate at the Council of Ambassadors, and
when Poland's new Foreign Minister, Prince Sapieha,
begged him to serve Poland with his enormous prestige and
knowledge of international affairs and to become his
country's first delegate at the League of Nations^ Paderewski
accepted. His disappointment in Poland must in some
measure have been compensated by the popularity which he
enjoyed amongst the representatives of most other countries
of the world. At Geneva he was looked upon by everybody
as a great patriot and the distinguished statesman. When
he first rose to make a speech before the Assembly, the vast
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